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OFFICIAL MINUTES 
February 7, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL     

Present:  President J. Douglas Doerfler 
  Councilmember  Robert Norris 

Councilmember Samantha Ferraro  
Councilmember Timothy Kerver 
Vice President Rosa Moore 
Councilmember Mayra Zavala 

 
    Mayor Matthew W. Fetick 

Borough Manager, Kyle Coleman 
  

Absent:    Councilmember Kathleen Caccamo  
 
 

 President Doerfler shared that Council held an Executive Session at 6:00 p.m. this evening regarding 
a legal matter. He also noted that this is a new Council meeting format and that tonight is a work session. 
We will have time for public comment, then reports and discussion from Council. We will have public 
comment at the end of the meeting as well. 
 
  
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

John Thomas, 406 South Broad Street, commented that he is still interested in the sewer issue. He 
reviewed financials from prior years and believes we have lost a lot of money. He feels we need an 
independent investigation into this matter. Mr. Thomas also shared that he received a call from a person 
who is selling a building in town who just received a bill for three (3) EDUs and is concerned it will hurt his 
sale. Mr. Thomas asked why he would have received a bill for EDUs now, at the time of his sale. 
 

Charla Watson, 523 Magnolia Street, commented that she does not think the new meeting schedule 
is fair and believes that it is selfish of Council. She suggested that Council cannot run the Borough like our 
surrounding townships because the Borough has unique concerns. Ms. Watson commented that the 
moratorium on sewer is ridiculous and from what she is hearing, it seems as though the Borough has 
already sold the sewer plant. Referring to the person who is selling the building that Mr. Thomas spoke of, 
the extra EDUs billed are unfair and are going to compromise the sale of his building. 
 
 
REPORTS 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 President Doerfler shared that he does not have a formal report but noted that the Mushroom 
Festival is in the planning stages, and they are working to have the event uptown again this year after the 
scaled-down Mushroom Festival from last year. 
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BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 Borough Manager, Kyle Coleman shared that at the next meeting, we will have a public workshop 
about the sewer and will also have a discussion about NVF.  He commented that there were questions on 
various alleys in the Borough and he explained that we have an engineer doing a study of all the streets and 
alleys. Once we have the results, they will help us line up street repairs for the future. Our Streets 
Department has been out today filling potholes and we are always trying to maintain what we have. We 
will talk more about EDUs in our system in March. Lastly, he noted that in regard to E. Linden Street 
sweeping, it is one of the first streets to be swept, and the timing is just a matter of the fact that we have 
one person who completes the street sweeping in one day in a planned route. 
 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
 Borough Solicitor Crotty noted that he continues to monitor the rollout for ARPA funds and State 
grants. He also noted that in regard to the EMS discussion, there was a question raised about having Mayor 
Fetick appointed as the primary representative form the Borough and he assured everyone that there is no 
conflict with the Commission’s By-Laws. 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 Councilmember Norris, Chair, shared that the Committee reviewed the bills and monthly financials. 
He noted we looked at reconciling last year’s budget and where we are now. The Committee plans to take 
a good look at what our assets are and fund what is needed to keep up and replace with these assets, such 
as our sewer and water systems, vehicles, streets, etc.  
 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 Vice President Moore shared that the Committee met on February 3rd to discuss the Borough 
Manager’s performance evaluation which will be brought to Council in March. She noted the Committee 
chose to move the Personnel Committee meeting time to 5:30 p.m. on first Monday of the month. She 
commented that they also talked about succession planning for Borough staff and possible new hires. 
 
 President Doerfler commented that most of the Committees will have met by the next Council 
meeting, so we will have more Committee reports in March. 
 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 A written report was included in the Council packet. In addition, Chief Holdsworth shared we had 
planned for a nice ceremony for this evening, but unfortunately, COVID has caused us to cancel for this 
evening, but we hope to reschedule in March or April. 
 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 A written report was included in the Council meeting packet.  
 
 President Doerfler commented that Council can agree to discuss Action Items and move them to 
Consent Agenda tonight, but voting will take place at the meeting on Wednesday. He noted there will be 
time for public comment at the end of the meeting. 
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ACTION ITEMS 
Administration 
Kennett Area Park Authority (KAPA)/Friends of Anson B. Nixon Park – Grant Endorsement Resolution  
 Sheila Tekavec, Office Manager of KAPA explained they were initially going to apply for a feasibility 
study for the Water Works renovation but she was advised by the County to apply for a different grant for the 
reforestation of the Beach and Ash trees that need to be removed in the park because of the ash borer beetle, a 
more shovel-ready opportunity. KAPA will be back with a new grant resolution in March. 
 
 
600 S. BROAD STREET ANNEX BUILDING RENTAL AGREEMENT  
 Borough Manager Kyle Coleman shared that we have been working on the new building site and hope to 
have administrative staff move there in April or May and the Police Department will move towards the end of the 
year. He explained that in the meantime, we are working to find a firm to represent the Borough and list the site 
for rent. Genesis has an existing need for storage and would like to move their equipment to the annex building.  
For $2,500 per month plus utilities for a four (4) month lease and month-to-month thereafter. 
 
 Councilmember Norris suggested a few clarifications for the lease agreement, including the number 
of parking spots needed, the possibility of increasing the increase percentage per year from 2% to 4-6%, 
and that it should be a non-smoking property rather than just the building.  
 
 Solicitor Crotty commented that their long-term goal is not to keep this rental a long time and he 
will look in the number of parking spaces and the percentage increase. 
 
 President Doerfler asked Council if there was any objection to moving this item to the Consent 
agenda. There were no objections.  
 
  
SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION – CLOVER MARKET on SUNDAY, JUNE 5 & SUNDAY, OCTOBER 
23, 2022  
 Bo Wright, Executive Director of Kennett Collaborative, shared that the Clover Market has being 
going on for a few years in the Borough and is a great event that draws around 2,000 people with many 
craft and antique and food vendors. It will be located at the 600 S. Broad Street and we are looking for 
approval for both the June and October events.  
 
 Councilmember Norris asked if Kennett Collaborative makes money from this event and Mr. Wright 
explained that no, they do not, they just sponsor the event. Councilmember Norris explained that he is on 
the Board of Kennett Collaborative and will recuse himself from voting on anything that has to do with a 
financial benefit for the Kennett Collaborative. 
 
 President Doerfler asked Council if there was any objection to moving this item to consent. There 
were no objections.  
 
 Vice President Moore commented that it is a wonderful event and anything we can do to bring 
events and people back to our community is a great plan. 
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CONSIDER SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION – KENNETT ARTS FESTIVAL OCTOBER 15-16, 
2022  
 Jeff Yetter, Library Board President, shared that we are looking to hold a juried art show with 125 
artist vendors, it will be a two (2)-day event, with a children’s area, food trucks and a wine/beer vendor. 
We also have plenty of volunteers to run the event. We hope this to be an annual event similar to Brewfest. 
  

Vice President Moore asked how much money the Library expects to raise from this event. 
 
Mr. Yetter shared we are looking for 2,000 people to attend and we hope it will be a success. He 

hopes they will break even in the first year, but then in flowing years, they hope to make around $75,000 
from the event once it is established in the community. 
 
 President Doerfler asked Council if there was any objection to moving this item to consent. There 
were no objections.  
 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL of 2021 CRP TERMINAL WAY SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT 
 Borough Manager Coleman explained that this a grant submitted by Public Works staff and we 
received the grant of $400,000 to replace the sewer main and our $100,000 match can be in-kind, cash or 
stimulus funds. Terminal Way is located off of Birch Street. 
 
 President Doerfler asked Council if there was any objection to moving this item to consent. There 
were no objections.  
                    
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL of RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING the FILING of LOCAL SHARE ACCOUNT 
(LSA) GRANT APPLICATION for the RED CLAY PARK and CREEK RESTORATION PROJECT  
 Christina Norland, Kennett Trails Alliance, Square Roots Collective shared that we are asking if the 
Borough is willing to serve as public applicant for a grant called a “local share account” grant. This is a statewide 
grant program that reinvests revenues received from gambling into the community. The project we are proposing 
is to invest in a portion of the Greenway and some local open green space that exists in the Borough right now. 
There is an area of open space in the Borough near the Kennett Fire House of about three (3) acres that is in 
ecological disrepair but if we invest into it, it could be key to the Kennett Greenway. The goal of the 
Greenway is to get people outdoors and enjoy the assets of the community. It will also connect to the areas 
at Kennett High School and along to Anson B. Nixon Park She shared that to finish the greenway trail, the 
approximate cost is $800,000 and we are suggesting the Borough apply for the grant in the amount of 
$462,000 (this is without a match) but with the requirement to complete the job and Square Roots would 
commit to paying for the remaining money.  She also noted the Borough and Square Roots Collective would 
have to work together on the administration of the grant. 
 
 Ms. Norland presented a general map of the area being discussed and explained that this area is 
also essential to the completion of the Kennett Greenway, a 14-mile trail loop that is in the process of being 
built in five (5) municipalities and in Delaware as well. The goal of the Kennett Greenway is to get people 
out into nature or provide access to open space as well as activities and everyday destinations. And this 
specific project really enables Kennett presidents to be able to hop right on the Greenway and go out and 
see all these amazing assets that are in the community. In addition, it provides important local connectivity 
for the community. They have spoken with the various land-owners and everyone seems to be in agreement 
on the project. 
 
 Vice President Moore asked who will be responsible for maintaining the area. 
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 Ms. Norland noted that currently the Borough has easements for the trail and owns the majority of 
the acreage, and it would be the Borough’s responsibility. They currently have had volunteers go into the 
area to remove invasives and clear back a path. There is also a small portion owned by the Fire company 
and Square Roots owns the owns the church that is currently being leased. She noted they will need a 
temporary construction easement from the Square Roots side to do this work. She shared they have talked 
about it with the fire company and will work with them during construction.  
 
 Councilmember Norris questioned the idea that if the $462,000 grant is awarded, Square Roots will 
kick in the remainder of the money $338,000 to make up the $800,000 estimated cost of the project? Ms. 
Norland confirmed that yes, Square Roots will put in the remainder. Ms. Norland also explained that 
typically the grants call for completion within two (2) years, but extensions are routine. 
 
  President Doerfler asked Council if there was any objection to moving this item to consent. There 
were no objections.  
 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING the FILING of the PENNSYLVANIA REDEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE CAPITAL PROGRAM (“RACP”) APPLICATION and BUSINESS PLAN for FUNDING, 
in the AMOUNT of $1,900,000, For KENNETT LIBRARY’S NEW KENNETT LIBRARY PROJECT 
 
 Mr. Jeff Yetter commented the Library is asking that the Borough accept the RACP grant on behalf 
of the Library. He noted the library will do all of the work, the Borough will just be the pass through. He 
explained it is unlikely we will receive the whole $1.9 million but is hoping they will receive about $1.5 
million.  
 
  President Doerfler asked Council if there was any objection to moving this item to consent. There 
were no objections.  
 
 
STORM WATER MANAGEMENT FACILITIES MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 614 Oak Avenue, 
Oak Knoll LLC 
 Borough Solicitor Crotty explained this is part of the Stormwater Management Act and our own Borough 
stormwater management ordinances. He shared he can explain for both Oak Knoll properties at one time. He 
explained that whenever anyone puts a new home, they have to enter into an agreement with us in the borough, 
where we make sure that they give us reporting that they are complying with the requirements and keeping up the 
stormwater management facilities. And if they do not, we can go in and do them ourselves and bill them. For these 
two projects, the first one is a single-family home. And the second is five total new residences that were approved 
as part of the subdivision plan last year.  These are just our form agreements for both where we are for vesting our 
rights to explain for everybody's purpose with the Stormwater Management Act of ordinances essentially covers 
three things when you do work or include additional pervious on your property, you have to make sure that you 
are not increasing the velocity of the stormwater that is leaving your site, the volume leaving your site or change 
the direction in a way that is going to harm your neighbors. The engineers put those systems in place to make sure 
that happens. Usually, it is about catching the water, releasing it slowly over time, and making sure it is spread out 
enough that it does not negatively impact the neighbors. He noted these improvements must be maintained for life. 
 
 Councilmember Kerver asked what happens if someone has a problem with stormwater from their next-
door neighbor. 
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 Borough Solicitor Crotty noted that if someone has a problem with stormwater because of the 
development next door to them, they can come to the Borough for assistance, although that does not mean we take 
care of it, but it means we go to the person who is building the development to make sure they take care of the 
issue. It is still the responsibility of the homeowner to make sure that those facilities are maintained forever. 

 
  President Doerfler asked Council if there was any objection to moving both of these items to 
consent. There were no objections.  
 
 
REPRESENTATIVES to the REGIONAL FIRE & EMS COMMISSION 
 President Doerfler shared this was tabled at the January meeting. We received clarification from 
Borough Solicitor Crotty that the Commission’s By-Laws do not preclude the Mayor’s appointment as the 
primary representative from the Borough and Councilmember Ferraro as the alternate representative. 
 
 President Doerfler asked Council if there was any objection to move this item to consent. There 
were no objections.  
 
 
JANUARY 18, 2022 BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 President Doerfler asked Council if there was any objection to move this item to consent. There 
were no objections.  
 
 
BILLS PAID 

Councilmember Norris, Chair of the Finance Committee shared that the bills were reviewed at the 
Finance Committee and all were appropriate and legitimate. The Committee recommend they be approved. 
 
 President Doerfler asked Council if there was any objection to move this item to consent. There 
were no objections. 
 
 
OPEN BOARD and COMMISSION POSITIONS 
 Rachel Berkowitz, Borough Secretary, shared that there are two (2) vacancies on the Advisory 
Commission on Latino Affairs (ACOLA), two (2) year term. We have 2 alternate positions available on the 
Civil Service Commission, a six (6) year term and two (2) positions on Human Relations Commission, a two 
(2) year term. These vacancies are posted on the Borough’s website. 
 
 
BOROUGH COUNCIL and COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE 
 President Doerfler shared that this is our meeting schedule going forward and will be posted to 
satisfy our legal requirements. For those that are chairing committees, if there is a cancellation or if you are 
changing dates, let Rachel and Kyle know accordingly.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  

John Thomas, 406 South Broad Street commented he liked the idea of the trails. He commented that 
Borough Council has been working on the sewer issue for 12 months. He believes that Councilmembers did 
not read the agreement they signed. He feels that the residents deserve that money that is owed and he is 
disappointed in this Council. He shared that he will be very angry if we do not recover money from the 
township. 




